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1. Since there are more than _________ scriptures on money and possession: 
· How does this topic impact our spiritual growth?
· What is God trying to do in our lives through the use of money?
· Why would God make a created being that would develop a system of ownership and barter?
____________________________________  ____________________________________

____________________________________  ____________________________________

____________________________________  ____________________________________

2. How we respond to money and possessions has to do with what characteristics of growth and spiritual maturity?
_____________________,   __________________________, _______________________

_____________________,  ___________________________,  _______________________

_____________________,   __________________________, _______________________

3. Mt 6:21, 24  You can not __________________________________________________
	Why _______________________________________________________________

4. Luke 8:11-15  What are the thorns? __________________________________________

5. Ps 62:10 Put this in your own words: _________________________________________

6. Prov. 23:4-5 What does this mean? ___________________________________________
	What does it NOT mean? ______________________________________________

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


 How People Today View Money
We live in the time of approaching judgment that the Bible calls the Last Days. In his prophetic description of our time, Paul said that three obsessive loves would possess the hearts of men.
2 Timothy 3:1-2, 4    This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy. . . , Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God.  
The first is self-love (v. 1). In fulfillment of this prophecy, our age has produced Self magazine, the psychology of self-esteem, and strange religions exalting self as god.
The third love characteristic of the Last Days is love of pleasure (v. 4), or hedonism. Again, no age fits the prophecy better than our own. The electronic and chemical stimulants created by modern technology allow a man to live in a virtually unceasing state of self-gratification.
The second love is implicit in the word "covetous" (v. 1). The word in Greek is "money-lovers." People have always loved money and the things money can buy. But in our day, the pursuit of money has become a madness. The most dramatic proof of this is the phenomenal growth of gambling. When I was young, the only place where gambling was legal was Las Vegas, but today casinos are everywhere. Most states even have government-sponsored lotteries. On a recent trip to Texas, my wife and I were shocked to find that the entire Gulf Coast is becoming a huge gambling resort.
What is gambling if not love of money in an extreme form? It is the use of money not to buy anything worthwhile, but only to buy a chance for more money. Yet what is the real chance of winning a big lottery? At best, perhaps one in fifty million. So, if you bought a lottery ticket every week for fifty years, you could increase your chances of winning to about one in two thousand. In other words, you would have to live two thousand times just to win once. Gambling is a fool's investment.
How the Bible Views Money
In appraising money, the Bible does not hedge words.
For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.  1 Timothy 6:10
In other words, men will commit all manner of evil to get money, and once they get it, they will use it for every evil purpose.
If money is on such familiar terms with evil, is money itself an evil thing? There was a heresy in the early church called Gnosticism, which taught that everything in the world of matter is evil, that good exists only in the realm of the spirit. Gnostics regarded money as evil, and not only money, but all goods and possessions, even the foods we eat, even the human body itself. But Gnostic teaching cast aside the teaching of Jesus.
Not that which goeth into the mouth defileth a man; but that which cometh out of the mouth, this defileth a man. . . . But those things which proceed out of the mouth come forth from the heart; and they defile the man. For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies:  Matthew 15:11-19
Jesus is saying that nothing you put in your mouth is evil. Indeed, no mere thing, with existence only as a physical object, is evil. A gun in itself is not evil, although in the hands of a criminal it might become an instrument of murder. Television is not inherently evil, although it carries putrid programming. A dollar bill, considered just as a piece of paper, is not evil, although an addict might use it to buy illegal drugs. Evil can exist in one place only—in the heart of a person. The enemies of God shelter within their hearts all the blackness and darkness of the universe.

What a Believer Should Want
But though money is not itself evil, Paul says that the love of money is a terrible vice. Should we therefore have nothing to do with it? Let us examine the Scriptures to determine what our view of money and wealth should be.
We can build a complete and balanced view on the foundation of the following text:
8 Remove far from me vanity and lies: give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with food convenient for me:
9 Lest I be full, and deny thee, and say, Who is the LORD? or lest I be poor, and steal, and take the name of my God in vain.  Proverbs 30:8-9
This text advises us to seek neither poverty nor wealth. Yet in church history there are many examples of people who thought themselves virtuous in seeking one or the other.
1. Certain religious orders require their initiates to take an oath of poverty. The members of the Franciscans and Dominicans originally held no property whatever. To support themselves, they went about begging. So, they became known as begging friars, or mendicants. But a vow of poverty is unscriptural. God never intended us to distance ourselves so far from money and goods that we must depend on others for handouts. 
2. Certain preachers on TV today go to the opposite extreme. They say that God wants to give all His children health, wealth, and happiness, and that the only barrier to obtaining these things is lack of faith. They claim that if a man has faith, he will receive an outpouring of material blessings. But if Christianity were truly a road to riches, it would be impossible to build churches fast enough to accommodate all the greedy people who wanted to join. 
The text quoted above teaches a middle road. It encourages us to seek only those material things necessary to sustain life. Jesus taught His disciples to pray, "Give us this day our daily bread" (Matt. 6:11), a deliberate allusion to verse 8 of the aforementioned text in Proverbs. What is our daily bread? Jesus uses this one basic food to represent all the material things we need for life and strength and ability to carry out our God-given responsibilities. The Bible never provides a detailed list of these things, because they vary according to circumstance. What a man needs depends on when and where he lives, as well as on his position and calling. The question of what your necessities are is between you and God. Whatever they are, you can trust God to provide them.
In abject poverty, there are two dangers.
1. Constant deprivation of the things a man needs to live in reasonable comfort and health might make him bitter against God. 
2. If poverty beats a man down to the level of desperate need, he might turn to crime. Thievery is rampant in our country, but little of it is done by people in danger of starvation. Yet in some countries a common motive for theft is real poverty. 
Poverty was widespread even in Western countries a few generations ago. To defend themselves from poor people, the prosperous classes imposed extremely harsh penalties for crimes against property. In eighteenth-century England, for example, a street urchin who stole a piece of bread to fill his belly could be sent to the gallows. A more humane system of justice arose in the nineteenth century largely through the efforts of public-spirited Christians. Their crusade to eliminate social evils such as cruel punishments, slavery, and child labor was doubtless an outgrowth of the Wesleyan revival, which not only turned many to Christ, but also awakened in many a sense of duty to help others.
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