Session One

How to be Free from Financial Worries

1. Happiness comes from without; it is external. shallow, superficial, short-lived things,  new job, circumstances

       Contentment comes from within; it is internal. deep, profound, enduring

2. Most things that offer happiness, I cannot control.  stock market, government, lottery

3. Contentment is an attitude which only I can control.

“I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances.  I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty.  I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want.”  Philippians 4:11-12

4. The secret to contentment is V. 13 My strength and security comes from the Lord
Money and Possessions are Important in Scripture

1. The Bible contains less than 500 verses on prayer, less than 500 verses on faith, but more than 2000 verses on money and possessions.

Relationship to money + possessions = a spiritual barometer of my life

2. 16 of the 38 parables were concerned with money possessions.  Jesus knew how powerful these are in our lives.

3. Jesus said more about possessions than about heaven and hell combined.

4. When our financial perspective is out of balance, every area of our life suffers.

4:1 finances are leading cause of divorce

80% of divorce between 20-30 years old cite finances as the major cause
Biblical Principles Concerning Finances

God’s Part

1. God owns; we possess.  Psalm 24:1; 50:7-12   Chuck Swindoll – “never seen a horse pulling a U-haul.”

A. If we think we have ownership rights, we are in direct conflict with God.

Martin Luther :  mind – heart – purse (wallet)

B. Every financial decision becomes a spiritual one.  As long as I tithe, then I get to spend the other 90% however?  No, if I belong to God, then  it all belongs to God
C. There is freedom in letting go.

Lord, this is your money, where do you want it spent?

We need to sing a “Quit claim” deed to our lives (money, time, possessing)

This does not mean we are sloppy with finances, we are responsible to do the best we can and let it go.

2. God has promised to meet all our needs.  Philippians 4:19 “I tell you not to worry about your life.  Don’t worry about having something to eat, drink, or wear.  Isn’t life more than food or clothing?  Look at the birds in the sky!  They don’t plant or harvest.  They don’t even store grain in barns.  Yet your Father in heaven takes care of them.  Aren’t you worth more than birds?

Can worry make you live longer?  Why worry about clothes?  Look how the wild flowers grow.  They don’t work hard to make their clothes.  But I tell you that Solomon with all his wealth was not as well clothes as one of them.  God gives such beauty to everything that grows in the fields, even though it is here today and thrown into a fire tomorrow, He will surely do even more for you!  Why do you have such little faith?

Don’t worry and ask yourselves, ‘Will we have anything to eat?  Will we have anything to drink?  Will we have any clothes to wear?’  Only people who don’t know God are always worrying about such things.  Your Father in heaven knows that you need all of these.  But more than anything else, put God’s work first and do what He wants.  Then all the other things will be yours as well.  Don’t worry about tomorrow.  It will take care of itself.  You have enough to worry about today.”  Matthew 6:25-34 NIV

I Samuel 17 – David and Goliath Remembering  God’s faithfulness in the past will give us faith for the future.

A.  He has promised to meet our needs, not our greed.  
B.  A need is anything required to sustain life. basics, physically, emotionally
C. A greed is anything beyond a need.  Need to get to work, God will give transportation, not necessarily a Mercedes

3. We always lose when we compare ourselves with others.  “I am accountable” versus  Keep up with the Jones 

4. Two things not to worry about:

A. Things we cannot control.   God has them in His control.

B. Things we can control.     Do something besides worry.

Our Part     Covenant with God

1. We are stewards of what God owns.  Psalm 8:3-8  Steward- one entrusted with something owned by another
An owner has rights; a steward has responsibility       for good management.
2. We are to be faithful for everything entrusted to us.  I Corinthians 4:2

Not just 10%, Parable of talents – held accountable for all, not just a tenth!

3. We are accountable.  Matthew 25:14-30; II Corinthians 5:10

4. Stewardship develops and reveals character.

“Money is an exact index to a man’s true character” – Richard Halverson, Chaplain of the U.S. Senate

· How we get, give, save, spend, etc.

       
“Show me your calendar and your checkbook and I will tell you what your priorities are.”

· Money + Time = Priorities

5. Proper stewardship deepens our spiritual life.

Creates freedom for personal spiritual growth

Increase in divorce and personal debt are nearly identical over the last 30 years

6. Proper stewardship leads us to contentment.

Contentment mentioned 7 times in Scripture, 6 times in connection with money. Hebrews 13:5, I Timothy 6:8

How to be free from financial worries:  - Developing the attitude of a steward leads into the freedom of contentment.  The more I understand myself  as God’s steward the greater freedom I experience in contentment.
